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Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, a few 

weeks ago, I proposed a simple chal-
lenge to my constituents back home in 
St. Louis. I said: Tell me your ideas for 
creating more jobs and economic op-
portunity in 2012, and I’ll compile them 
and not only take them back to Wash-
ington but work to turn your ideas into 
action. 

I want to thank the over 600 Missou-
rians I heard from, each offering many 
of their own commonsense solutions to 
help our economy continue to grow. 

I want to share their message on the 
floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives today. Their message was a clear 
consensus that we need to invest in our 
infrastructure, make things here in the 
U.S., bring manufacturing jobs back 
from overseas, educate and train our 
workforce for 21st century opportuni-
ties, and work together for the good of 
the country instead of pulling our 
country apart at the seams. 

My constituents in St. Louis are 
deeply concerned that our communities 
will be left behind in this new global 
economy if we don’t act now, right 
now, without delay. 

As Joseph C. expressed best: 
Missouri is a great State, but I’m afraid it 

will be left behind, and manufacturing jobs 
will go elsewhere. 

Chris K., from St. Louis, sent me an 
email saying: 

What would help my personal economic 
situation and those of many others would be 
a greater investment in our Nation’s infra-
structure. 

Joseph P., from St. Louis, com-
mented: 

Investing in our infrastructure and edu-
cational systems will not only create jobs 
but will also result in long-term economic 
benefits for the entire Nation. 

Karen M. said: 
We need to realize how important good car-

penters, plumbers, electricians, bricklayers, 
secretaries, and caregivers are in the long 
scheme of things. We need to encourage and 
applaud these jobs. 

As Kevin N. put it: 
We need to invest in infrastructure for 

communications and transportation because 
public infrastructure is the greatest catalyst 
for economic development. 

To create jobs, Diane M. said: 
I have long thought that the unions and 

small businesses that require special skills 
should provide apprentice programs to stu-
dents, which would give hope and possibility 
through real skills to thousands of students 
who would not be exposed to these trades 
otherwise. 

And Christine A. echoed this senti-
ment by saying: 

I believe it could be helpful to increase job 
training opportunities in our high schools. 

We need to pull together to create 
economic opportunities across this 
country and for the good of the coun-
try. Marilyn B. wrote to me: 

Personally, I’m really frustrated with both 
sides of the aisle not being willing to work 
together for the good of all. 

As a Member of Congress, I pledge to 
work with my colleagues to see that 
these great ideas from America’s heart-

land are developed further. By working 
together and reaching across the aisle, 
I’m confident we can grow jobs and 
economic opportunity across this coun-
try. 
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I look forward to using these com-
monsense ideas to build a blueprint for 
putting our economy back on track, to 
turn these great ideas into action. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 30 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, through whom we see 
what we could be and what we can be-
come, thank You for giving us another 
day. 

In these days, our Nation is faced 
with pressing issues of conscience, con-
stitutional religious and personal 
rights, and matters of great political 
importance. 

We thank You that so many Ameri-
cans have been challenged and have 
risen to the exercise of their respon-
sibilities as citizens to participate in 
the great debates of these days. 

Grant wisdom, knowledge, and under-
standing to us all, as well as an extra 
measure of charity. 

Send Your spirit upon the Members 
of this people’s House who walk 
through this valley under public scru-
tiny. Give them peace and Solomonic 
prudence in their deliberations. 

And may all that is done this day be 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. QUAYLE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. QUAYLE. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 

quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: THE 
CONSTITUTION DEMANDS IT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, reli-
gious liberty is under attack by the ad-
ministration. 

The right of religious liberty is guar-
anteed in the First Amendment of the 
Constitution because it is a foundation 
for other rights. Yet the administra-
tion is forcing religious organizations 
to violate their conscience by indi-
rectly providing their employees with 
services that trample on those reli-
gious beliefs. 

The administration’s so-called 
‘‘promise of accommodation’’ changes 
nothing. It is just political word 
games. 

The issue is not about contraception. 
This is an issue about religious liberty. 
It affects not just Catholics, but many 
religions and individuals of faith. 

Regardless of where Americans stand 
on the issue of contraception, steriliza-
tion or the morning-after pill, it should 
be alarming to all who believe the gov-
ernment should not persecute religion 
or substitute a government secular 
doctrine and impose it on citizens. 

The Constitution does not accommo-
date for religious liberty, it demands 
it, whether this administration likes it 
or not. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

STUDENT-LOAN BORROWER BILL 
OF RIGHTS 

(Mr. CLARKE of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I’m speaking directly to the 
American people today, to all families 
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